SILENT ALARM

INSPIRATIONAL IKEDA IGNITES CELTS IN TITLE WAKE UP CALL
BUDAPEST CELTIC 2 NYP SHAMROCKS 0

Budapest Celtic’s return to A Liga action ended with a hard-fought and courageous 2-0 victory over former sister club NYP Shamrocks. Despite rarely being at their best the Hoops did enough to remain two points clear at the top of the A Liga table thanks to goals from Vlad Panov and Jasper Zebner.

On an afternoon when many of his teammates failed to quite reach the best of their abilities, Celtic’s creative fulcrum and spark was to be found in Japanese anchorman Yoshi Ikeda. Calm from the opening whistle, Ikeda went about his business of propelling the Hoops forward as well crushing Shamrocks’ breaks with the minimum of fuss. 

It was a tiring and challenging day for Celtic and the Hoops were all the more thankful to have Ikeda always offering a passing option and constantly harassing those around him.

The Hoops’ head coach Matthew Watson-Broughton sprang a surprise with his team selection by converting set-play specialist Leo Kronberger into the left-back role with Gábor Harsányi Johny Bennett, Seb Schneider, and goalkeeper Janos Barits completing the hoops back line.
After securing Mexican marvels Arturo Alan Portillo and Rodrigo Cota in the January transfer window only the former was fit enough to make his first competitive start for Celtic. However, Cota would later emerge from the bench with devastating consequences for the opposition.

Toon teenage sensation Sam Houlison started on the left with club captain Neil Evans and Ikeda at the centre of the green and white’s midfield. 

Minor injuries robbed Watson-Broughton of Mark Ryan, Laurence Coen, Anthony Voskuilen, Chris Dobson and Felix Berger while at least long-term injury casualties Misi Greiling and Abdul Saleh Alghanmi are a week closer to their Celtic returns.

The first real chance of the match fell to Zebner but the German hitman’s shot was repelled by Paul Ensor in the Shamrock goal and the ball rebounded to safety.

Celtic’s lead owed much to the ingenuity and the predatory instinct of Panov as it did Evans’ incisive lobbed pass that landed perfectly at the waiting striker’s feet allowing the Bulgarian to clip the ball exquisitely over Ensor and into the net.
Shamrocks responded strongly and two smart Barits saves in quick succession ensured that the Hoops remained ahead as the half time whistle sounded.

Although Shamrocks appeared reinvigorated after the break, the Canaries’ inability to create any real goalscoring opportunities of note ultimately put paid to their chances of taking anything from the game. However as always Liam Carroll’s men gave an excellent account of themselves with left winger Frankie O’Boyle particularly impressive throughout the 90 minutes.
Celtic themselves had no such problem of carving open the opposition defence, the real hassle came about with actually having to put the ball in the back of the net as opportunity after opportunity went begging.

Panov could only stab a tame effort straight at Ensor when afforded the freedom of the Shamrocks penalty area. A scintillating Cota reverse pass released substitute Szilard Kardhordo but the wing wizard’s cross-cum-shot sailed harmlessly wide. When the Hoops finally beat Ensor with Ikeda latching onto another inspirational Cota centre the linesmen’s flag cut short the celebrations.

After squandering countless chances to finish off the match, Celtic finally converted a second killer goal with virtually the last kick of the ball. Cota dashed down the Shamrocks right and flashed an inviting ball across the face of goal for Zebner to poke home for his thirteenth strike of a wonderfully prolific season.
It was an exhausting 90 minutes for the Hoops and the entire squad will be looking to produce a better team performance when Ratio come calling in just over a weeks time. With the talent at Celtic’s disposal, they should and will only get better as the season progresses.

Budapest Celtic: Barits, Schneider, Harsányi, Bennett, Kronberger, Portillo, Evans, Ikeda, Houlison, Panov, Zebner, Kardhordó, Ryzhov, Cota, Couling, Sanakoev, McCann.

Goals: Panov, Zebner.

Man of the match: Yoshi Ikeda.
The headline “Silent Alarm” is taking from the Bloc Party album of the same name.
