REVOLUTIONARY ROAD
OUTSTANDING PORTILLO CLEARS CELTIC’S PATH TO FINAL

BUDAPEST CELTIC 2 THE VIKINGS 0

Budapest Celtic emerged from a ferocious and volatile semi-final encounter with old adversaries The Vikings having recorded a well deserved victory and moving a step closer to an epic double. Two second-half goals from Felix Berger and Vlad Panov were enough to give Celtic their third-ever win against the Norwegians. The Hoops have hit top form at the best possible time and they are now on the verge of completing an unprecedented double league-and-cup double.

Having missed the last match, the presence of Celtic head coach Matthew Watson-Broughton was crucial as the young Geordie steered his troops to triumph. Since taking control of the club, MWB has lead Celtic to a truly stunning 27 victories in 32 games. The only side to have ever defeated the hoops under Watson-Broughton are the Vikings and the green and whites’ player-manager savoured yet another special victory on Saturday at Lantos Mihály Sportközpont.
On an afternoon when the majority of the Celtic team excelled, it was always going to take something quite extraordinary to stand out. Mexican full-back Alan Portillo produced a spectacular performance as his rip-roaring forays down the hoops’ right resembled those of Daniel Alves. The South American had a huge hand in both Celtic goals and the blues had no answer as he added another dimension to the Hoops’ attacks.

Portillo was not alone. Neil Evans and Yoshi Ikeda took control of the centre of the pitch and never let up until the game was over. El Machino was at his energetic best and was flanked by the massively impressive Ikeda. The returning Stani Ryzhov has become something of a specialist in these games and his rampant display at left-back was crucial to Celtic’s victory. Felix Berger opened the scoring and chased every lost cause that he could.
In truth every Hoops player played their part. Mark Ryan won everything in the air against the giant Vikings strikers, Sam Houlison stretched the Norwegian defence every time he got on the ball, Szilard Kardhordo’s spellbinding runs on the opposite flank repeatedly opened the Vikings up, Jasper Zebner worked tirelessly and unselfishly for his team, Akhsar’s distinctive defending repelled countless attacks, Vlad Panov was ruthless as ever in front of goal, Johny Bennett and Gabor Harsanyi were both dominant as always, Paul Couling took to the challenge with ease, Chris Dobson offered a priceless out-ball to the Hoops, Leo Kronberger battled for every ball and raided down Celtic’s left,  Peter pulled off the occasional crucial save and Joe McCann was his usual combative self.
MWB made only three changes to the team who had strolled to an 8-0 win over Szigeti Source a week earlier, Ryzhov, Harsanyi and Gárdosi all coming into the starting eleven.

Evans almost swept Celtic into the lead after thirty seconds when a neat through-ball by Zebner played the Englishman into the Vikings area. Evans turned quickly and his snap-shot was spilled by Erik Formanek but there were no green and white shirts following up.

The Hoops should have taken the lead after Houlison fired a splendid free kick into the six yard box, but no one reacted and the chance was gone. At the other end debutant Péter Gárdosi was at full stretch to turn away a smart Hakkon Skeie Solberg shot. The goalkeeper then could only watch as a Lars Erik Heggen cross glanced off his crossbar.
Zebner went close to claiming his 21st goal of the season when he met a vicious Houlison corner with his forehead but the ball was scrambled clear off the Vikings goal-line. It was the last real chance of the opening forty-minute period.
Merely thirty seconds had elapsed before Celtic shot into an unexpected second half-lead. Portillo floated a purposeful free kick high into The Vikings box and Formanek completely misjudged the flight of the ball leaving the alert Berger with the easy task of tapping into the gaping net. It was not the prettiest goal the German will ever score but it was certainly his most precious in a Hoops shirt.
Celtic now carried the momentum and they sought to test the increasingly fragile Formanek’s nerves. Berger’s blistering long-range effort was beaten away unconvincingly by the young Scandinavian keeper before he held onto a driven 35-metre shot from the industrious Ikeda.

Portillo then stepped in to save the day when a long, diagonal ball split the Celtic defence, leaving Per Cachrimanidis with the chance to draw his side level. As the Swede prepared to pull the trigger Portillo swept in from the right with a terrifically-timed tackle.
Ikeda was again denied by Formanek as the Japanese midfielder’s clever free kick was clawed away for a corner. Zebner almost added to the Hoops’ lead as his fierce drive flashed just past the post.
Celtic’s reward for their persistence finally came in the closing stages of the match. Portillo latched onto an Evans square pass and powered into the penalty area. The burly full-back’s cross-cum-shot came back off the underside of the bar and landed perfectly for Panov to head home. Portillo’s run was an utterly sensational surge and he richly deserved the plaudits that came his way from the grateful Panov.

Celtic are now closing in on another league and cup double. MWB has demanded more urgency from his players and they have responded magnificently. History will surely be made a few short weeks from now if Celtic continue their magnificent form.
Budapest Celtic: Gárdosi, McCann, Bennett, Harsányi, Ryhzov, Houlison, Evans, Ikeda, Kardhodó, Panov, Zebner, Ryan, Dobson, Berger, Kronberger, Couling, Portillo, Sanakoev.
Goals: Berger, Panov.

Man of the match: Alan Portillo.
The headline “Revolutionary Road” is taken from the Richard Yates novel of the same name.
