NOW WE CAN SEE


TITLE IN CELTIC’S SIGHTS AS ZEBNER’S JAS-TRICK TEARS SZIGETI TO SHREDS.


BUDAPEST CELTIC 8 SZIGETI SOURCE 0

That’s more like it. In a season that at times has seen them fall short of their blistering best, Budapest Celtic dispatched Szigeti Source with ruthless efficiency and ease at Vasas on Saturday. It was the performance that Celtic has been threatening to deliver on a weekly basis since the spring campaign began and it was easily their best of the entire season so far. Although it could be argued that Szigeti Source did not put up much resistance, nothing should be taken away from The Hoops who dictated the match from beginning to end.
Celtic were flawless in possession, dynamic in the tackle and the entire team produced a vigorous, riveting and energetic performance. Celtic’s comprehensive victory means that two more wins in their remaining league matches will secure a second successive A Liga crown. 
First though there is still the small matter of facing Vikings in Saturday’s Duncan Shiels Vandorkupa semi-final at Lantos Mihály Sportközpont for Celtic to take care of. The Hoops will have nothing to fear going into the game and it promises to be a very special afternoon of football.

Celtic coach Matthew Watson-Broughton was by this time safely back in Budapest after his Volcano-enforced absence and the young geordie made several changes to the side that had been defeated by Vikings a week earlier. 
Sam Houlison, Seb Schneider and Gábor Harsányi were all unavailable and Neil Evans was not fit enough to begin the match so Mexican marvel Rodrigo Cota and Scottish fullback Joe McCann both made their first league starts of the season with Leo Kronberger and Szil Kardhordó also being drafted into the starting lineup and Florian Leixnering switching with Andreas ‘Nyuszi’ Kuharszky in goal. All five changes made an excellent contribution to Celtic’s victory.
Yet again Celtic’s leading marksman Jasper Zebner was in imperious form as he seized yet another game and forced it in his side’s favour with a sublime four-goal haul. As always JZ’s performance was a true joy to behold as he broke the 20 goal mark in superb style. 
The match began with a bang as Felix Beger wrote himself into the Budapest Celtic record books with the quickest goal in the Hoops’ recorded history. 17 seconds were on the clock when the German’s pulsating run saw him power past several blue Szigeti shirts before arrowing in an accomplished 20-metre strike which zipped into the bottom-right corner.
Instead of settling Celtic, the unexpected opener seemed to temporarily stifle them and for a five-minute spell Szigeti got a foothold in the game. This was only a temporary respite for the dark blues though as from that point on the Hoops ran riot.
Two quickfire Celtic goals inside the next ten minutes put the game beyond any doubt. Zebner profited from a wonderful Vlad Panov cutback as the latter rifled a shot past Szigeti goalkeeper Mark Lakeman. 
All those present then witnessed a truly spectacular strike from the Mexican midfielder Cota that will surely be a strong contender for Celtic’s goal of the season. A spellbinding surge from the former Xtreme star saw him evade four Szigeti players before his incredibly composed finish left Lakeman helpless. Substitute Ivan Stankov was then on hand to prod home Kardhordo’s fantastic drilled pass for the fourth of the afternoon.
Jasper’s second came after Stankov’s break down the right and pass inside gave substitute Evans the chance to shoot first-time but his miscue ended up ricocheting around the Szigeti defence before Zebner took charge, turning inside his man and seeing his deflected shot screw in off the right-hand post.

Celtic added a sixth on the stroke of half-time as Evans grabbed his eighth goal of the season, Kronberger expertly exploiting the space in behind the Szigeti right-back and the Austrian’s first-time centre being met by a precise El Machino finish.
The game may have been over as a contest but the Hoops’ intensity never ceased and this was rewarded with two Zebner goals in the second period, the first of them coming about after some excellent work by Berger who battled his way into Szigeti’s half before his clipped through-ball was stabbed into the net by JZ.
Zebner them completed another four-goal haul, now known to the Celtic community as the ‘Jas-trick’, after Panov’s powerful shot had come back off the post and landed invitingly in the German hitman’s path for him to fire home his 20th goal of the season.
Although there was plenty of time left for Szigeti to make an impression in the game the Hoops backline, as it had done all game, never looked liked being breached. 
With Mark Ryan alongside Johny Bennett in the centre aided and abetted by the industrious, tenacious and unflustered Kronberger and McCann in the full-back positions and later the cool and composed Paul Couling making a seamless transition into the mix, Celtic recorded only their third clean sheet of the season. 

The Vikings will provide a sterner test this weekend but if the green and whites’ defence can be as solid as it was last Saturday it will go along way to ensuring victory, especially as it is going to take something very, very special to put the stops on Celtic’s firepower.
An explosive end to the season awaits.
Budapest Celtic: Leixnering, McCann, Bennett, Ryan, Kronberger, Berger, Ikeda, Cota, Kardhordó, Panov, Zebner, Evans, Kuharszky, Couling, Stankov, Watson-Broughton.
Goals: Zebner (x4), Berger, Cota, Evans, Stankov.

Man of the match: Jasper Zebner.
The headline “Now we can see” is taken from The Thermals song of the same name.
