DETAILS OF THE WAR
BUDAPEST CELTIC 2  BUDAPEST VIKINGS 3
BRILLIANT ZEBNER’S BRACE CAN’T END HOOPS' VIKINGS HOODOO
Budapest Celtic will have to wait until next season before they can record their second-ever league win over the Vikings after Sunday’s showdown at Vasas ended in another bitterly disappointing 3-2 defeat. Although far from their best, Celtic did not deserve to lose the game and certainly not in the manner they did. They matched the Vikings for the vast majority of the game and on reflection a point each would have been a fair result.
Celtic1s players were understandably subdued at full-time but the Hoops would be foolish to concede defeat now. They still lead A Liga by four points and although their Norwegian rivals do have a game in hand, Celtic still control their own destiny. They have three games left and a maximum of nine points will secure the title no matter what anyone else does. It will take a monumental effort to overcome Szigeti Source, Hellas Cyprus and Dinamo Torpedo in the closing weeks of this title campaign but Celtic are more than capable of delivering. 
Budapest Celtic are arguably the most talented squad in the league but with the players at their disposal even they would admit they still have some way to go if season 09/10 is to live up to last year. The 08/09 season was always going to be a hard act to follow but the Hoops are even stronger now than they were then. 
Celtic’s best two performances in the spring season have arguably come in friendly matches. They dismantled MAC and Istenhegy, scoring nine goals in the process and conceding just three against high-quality opposition. On those days the whole team functioned to their optimum and no side will ever be able to stop Celtic at their best. 
No team can respond to defeat quite like the Hoops do. They have had setbacks in the past and they have come back even stronger. They have the ability to raise themselves to the level of “The Incredibles” and they must do so again if they are to retain the league title. We all know they have what it takes.
With Budapest Celtic coach Matt Watson-Broughton stranded in the UK due to the Iceland Volcano debacle, veteran forward Chris Dobson took charge of team affairs. The Hoops made four changes to the side that had defeated Manager United a week earlier. Gabor Harsányi, Felix Berger, Andy 'Nyuszi' Kuharszky and Mark Ryan all came into the starting eleven. 
Ryan has been one of Celtic’s most consistent performers this season and he showed why with an exceptional performance at left back. The Irish defender launched himself into every tackle and he wasn’t content unless he returned with the ball. It was one of his best performances in a Hoops shirt as he displayed passion and desire that helped to drive his team on.
Yoshi Ikeda was another Celtic player who excelled. You will be hard pressed to see a better all-round midfield performance than the one Ikeda produced yesterday afternoon. He was clever, cunning and absolutely captivating for the vast majority of the ninety minutes. The Japanese wonderkid will surely be in the running for player of the year although Jasper Zebner will have be the favourite and deservedly so.
JZ was in devastating form once again yesterday. The German hit man grabbed a double and was once again utterly unplayable. His sixteen goals in thirteen league games is a remarkable feat and he is well on course to break the twenty-goal mark before the season ends.
The Vikings created the first real opportunity of the game when Runar Aune connected with a long diagonal ball into Celtic’s box but his effort drifted beyond the post.
Celtic went close to opening the scoring themselves after ten minutes of the match when Neil Evans' ferocious free kick forced a fine save from Erik Formanek.
There was nothing Formanek could do to prevent Celtic from charging into a lead midway through the first half. Ryan floated a ball forward that was flicked on by Sam Houlison to Vlad Panov. Panov produced an outrageous piece of skill to take him clear of the defender before sending a precise cross to the lurking Zebner, who leapt through the air and sent a majestic looping header into the top corner.
The Blues almost equalised immediately when a raking pass in behind the Celtic defence sent Aune clear again. With the goal seemingly at his mercy, the Norwegian's strike was somehow turned away by Kuharszky; a glorious save.
On the brink of half time The Vikings got their reward with a well-taken and deserved equaliser. The Norwegians broke forward at pace after Ryan had conceded possession just inside the opponent's half. The Hoops failed to clear their lines and the ball broke kindly to Christian Hague who swept the ball past Nyuszi with a crisp finish.
The second half sparked to life moments after the restart with Celtic taking a surprise lead. Evans fed Houlison on the right who dashed away from two Viking defenders before his inspirational and incisive pass split the Blues' backline, allowing Zebner to round the goalkeeper and score his second of the game. The goal was expertly engineered by Houlison and brilliantly executed by Zebner.
Celtic’s lead lasted a mere ten seconds as the Vikings drew level straight from kick-off. Lars Erik Heggen latched onto a loose header before firing an explosive effort into the roof of the Celtic net. It was a sensational strike that left Kuharszky with no chance whatsoever.
The Hoops gave a magnificent response to this set back and in truth they dictated the play for the majority of the second half. Mexican marvel Rodrigo Cota announced his appearance from the substitute’s bench with a long-range snap shot. Ikeda then returned a poor clearance over the bar but Celtic really needed these efforts from distance to test the goalkeeper.
Zebner and Houlison linked again superbly to release the latter away down the right but this time Houlison couldn’t find a Hoops' jersey in the centre. In truth Houlison was starved of service for the most of the match but every time he got on the ball he caused the Vikings problems.
Substitute Szil Kardhordó almost made an immediate impact after his superb sixty-yard run and threaded through-ball was smothered by Formanek as Ikeda closed in.
The Vikings by this stage where offering very little in an attacking sense but disaster was soon to strike for Celtic as they fell behind to a hugely fortuitous goal with only eight minutes left on the clock. 
 The Hoops failed to put pressure on Heggen and his cross squirmed free of Nyuszi’s grasp and spun in off Joe McCann’s chest. McCann was perhaps justafiably adamant there was nothing at all he could have done to prevent the catastrophe but Celtic were now trailing.
 In their frantic efforts to find an equaliser Ikeda’s shot-cum-cross was turned narrowly wide by Panov and Harsányi fired in a shot that flew wide before in the dying seconds Zebner was unlucky to see his header go just past the post. Celtic will look to immediately bounce back when they play Szigeti Source in the A Liga next Saturday afternoon.
 
Budapest Celtic: Kuharszky, Schneider, Harsányi, Bennett, Ryan, Houlison, Evans, Ikeda, Berger, Panov, Zebner, Kardhordó, Kronberger, Cota, Portillo, Dobson, McCann.
Goals: Zebner (2) 
Man of the match: Jasper Zebner
The headline “Details of the war” is taken from the “Clap your hands say yeah” song of the same name.
